
October. It is so important 
that we are represented at 
this event, which will be 
presided over by His Grace 
the Archbishop. We need a 
good cross-section of peo-
ple, so don’t think for a 
moment that you are not 
involved enough, or old 
enough, or young enough.  

Looking to the future, I am 
pleased to say that the 
Franciscan Friars and Sis-
ters of the Renewal have 
agreed to come to do a 
Parish Mission based at St 
Joseph’s from Saturday 
12th to Thursday 17th 
May. Please start praying 
for this important event. In 
the coming weeks, we will 
gather people together to 
see how we can prepare 
best for this Mission so that 
it can bear fruit for our 
parishes.  

God bless you all this 
week! 

I am very pleased to wel-
come John Pridmore, au-
thor of the best seller 
’From Gangland to Prom-
ised Land’, to the parishes 
today. As many of you will 
remember, John was with 
us for the Parish Mission at 
Biddulph in 2014. That 
mission was a great success 
in making our vision some-
what more outward look-
ing, and aware of our mis-
sion in the area. So that 
John has time to speak, 
there will be no homily 
today at Mass. Please don’t 
take the opportunity to 

leave early! Please stay and 
hear John’s message, which 
is a very powerful testimo-
ny. 

On Wednesday we wel-
come people from across 
the Deanery to St Joseph’s 
for a ‘Station Mass’. The 
Mass will be a Votive Mass 
of the Holy Spirit, to pray 
for the forthcoming Dean-
ery visitation. I would like 
to see a good turn out from 
all of our parishes at the 
Mass please. I also need 
volunteers to offer hospi-
tality in the form of tea and 
coffee in the side chapel 
after Mass. Please let me 
know if you can help. 

On the subject of the Visit-
ation, I will be putting a 
list out at the back of each 
church for people to sign 
up to say that they will 
attend the opening of the 
Visitation at St Joseph’s 
Burslem on Tuesday 3rd 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
 St John Gabriel  

Perboyre 1802-1840 
St John Gabriel was a 
French Vincentian mission-
ary to China, who was 
martyred for the Faith.  
This prayer of his is a won-
derful prayer which we can 
use as an act of surrender: 

O my Divine Saviour, trans-
form me into Yourself. May 
my hands be the hands of 
Jesus. Grant that every faculty 

of my body may serve only to 
glorify You. Above all, trans-
form my soul and all its pow-
ers so that my memory, will 
and affection may be the 
memory, will and affections of 
Jesus. I pray You to destroy in 
me all that is not of You. 
Grant that I may live but in 
You, by You and for You, so 
that I may truly say, with St 
Paul, "I live - now not I - but 
Christ lives in me". Amen. 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Biddulph Sunday 8.30am 
Goldenhill Sunday 10.30am 
Kidsgrove Saturday 6pm 
Packmoor Sunday 6pm  
You may also request Confession from one of the priests at 
other times outside these advertised times. 

Saturday 9th   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Teresa Foden 

Sunday 10th                  9.00am    Holy Mass  Thanksgiving (Ss Anthony & Rita) 

Twenty-Third  11.00am   Holy Mass  Val & Michael Fryer 

Sunday of the Year    6.30pm Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

Monday 11th 9.15am    Holy Mass Sean Riordan 

Feria  11.00am   Requiem Mass Michael Pender RIP 

   2.00pm  Holy Mass (in school) Special intention 

Tuesday 12th 8.30am    Eucharistic Adoration  

Most Holy Name of 9.15am    Holy Mass Special Intention 

Mary   9.30am  Morning Prayer  

    2.15pm Holy Rosary  

   5.00pm  Reception of Body Anne Minshall RIP 

  6.00pm   Holy Mass Arthur & Sarah Holmes 

Wednesday 13th   10.00am  Requiem Mass Anne Minshall RIP 

St John Chrysostom  7.00pm   Station Mass Special Intention 

Thursday 14th  9.30am   Holy Mass (in School) Special Intention 

Exaltation of the 
Holy Cross 

6.00pm    Holy Mass Tom Longshaw & Andrew Stur-
gess 

Friday 15th   9.30am  Holy Mass For good recovery (KL) 

Our Lady of Sorrows    6.00pm Holy Mass Thanksgiving (NB) 

Saturday 16th 9.15am    Holy Mass Bill Adams 

Ss Cornelius & Cyprian   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Jean Finn 

Sunday 17th                9.00am    Holy Mass  Andrew & Carmen Sturgess 

Twenty-Fourth     11.00am   Holy Mass  Bailey & Plant families 

Sunday of the Year    6.30pm Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

PARISH REGISTERS 
Deaths 

Of your charity please pray for the 
soul of Michael Pender. Requiem 
Mass for the repose of his soul will be 
offered at St Joseph’s on Monday 
11th September at 11am. 

Also for the soul of Anne Minshall. 
Requiem Mass for the repose of her 
soul will be offered on Wednesday 
13th September at St John’s followed 
by interment at Tunstall cemetery. 
Her body will be received into 
church on Tuesday 12th at 5pm. 

Also for the soul of Gerald Byrne.  A 
funeral service to pray for the repose 

of his soul will be on Tuesday 19th 
September at English Martyrs’ at 
10.30am.  

Also for the soul of Sylvia Sutton. 
Requiem Mass for the repose of her 
soul will be offered at St Joseph’s on 
Wednesday 20th September at 
12.30pm. 

Requiescant in Pace 
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PASTORAL 

Parish Priest’s Surgery  
The next Parish Priest’s surgery 
hour, when Fr Julian can be seen for 
any arrangements or enquiries, is on 
Monday 11th September at 7pm at St 
Joseph’s Presbytery. 

discern the way forward with Alpha, 
on Friday 22nd September at 7pm at 
St Joseph’s Presbytery? Please pray 
for God’s guidance so that we will 
know the right thing to do to move 
forward in offering Alpha in the near 
future. It will also be an opportunity 
to talk about other opportunities for 
evangelisation and renewal in our 
parishes. 

Divine Renovation Conference 
A group of parishioners is going to 
the Divine Renovation Conference 
with Fr James Mallon on parish re-
newal at St Mary’s University Twick-
enham from 18th to 19th October. If 
you would like to join us please see 
Fr Julian.  

Parish Mission Please pray for the 
parish mission which is taking place at 
St Joseph’s, led by the Franciscans of 
the Renewal in May. 

RENOVATION 
Alpha Male Our men’s Alpha 
group finished the Alpha sessions in 
early August, and have now had the 
reunion. It was decided we would 
like to continue to meet to do anoth-
er project. So we will begin this new 
series of meetings on Saturday 30th 
September at 10am at St Joseph’s 
Presbytery. A ‘fixture card’ with 
dates and the subjects we will follow 
will be available soon! 

English Martyrs’ Alpha Thanks to 
everyone who has been part of the 
small Alpha group at Biddulph. We 
will meet again for a reunion on 
Wednesday 20th September at 7pm.  

What next with Alpha? Would all 
our Alpha leaders and helpers from 
all of our Alpha courses so far please 
come to a meeting, so that we can 

APC Station Mass This Wednesday 
evening. there will be a Deanery 
Mass at  St Joseph’s at 7pm. The 
Mass will be a Votive of the Holy 
Spirit, for the beginning of the school 
year, and to pray for the forthcoming 
Deanery Visitation. We need volun-
teers to offer tea and coffee after the 
Mass. Please let Fr Julian know if you 
are a willing helper! 

Colwich Retreat Day All ladies 
from the parishes are welcome to 
join the UCM on their annual retreat 
to Colwich Abbey on Sunday 24th 
September. There will be a coach to 
pick you up at St Joseph’s at 8.45am. 
The cost is £10 and you will need to 
bring your own lunch. Please contact 
Cathy Hancock for more information 
on 07929 213849. 

50th Anniversary of Catholic 
Education in Biddulph It is 50 
years since English Martyrs’ School 
opened in Biddulph. We will be cele-
brating the anniversary with a Mass 
celebrated by Bishop McGough on 
Thursday 5th October at 7pm. It 
would be great to have a good num-
ber of past pupils and staff there. 

YOUNG PEOPLE 

SOCIAL & OUTREACH 

Youth Pilgrimage to Rome The 
pilgrimage to Rome for secondary 
school age children and sixth for-
mers. There has had to be a change to 
plans, and this pilgrimage will now 
be during the Easter holidays next 
year.  We need to get a good idea of 
who is definitely going so please con-
tact Fr Julian.  

Cake Sales There will be cake sales 
after Mass at Goldenhill next Sunday 
and at Packmoor on the 7th October 
as part of the fund raising for the 
youth pilgrimage.  

Care Home Prayer Service  The 
next prayer service will be at Ravens-
wood, The Avenue, Kidsgrove on 
Tuesday, 26th September at 11am. 
All parishioners are most welcome to 
come and support this outreach. 

Friendship Club The Friendship 
Club for older people has changed its 
day from the last Wednesday of the 
month to the Tuesday, starting this 
month. This month it is on 26th Sep-
tember, at the usual time of 2pm. If 
you need transport please contact 
Matt Ford on 07587034299.  

Biddulph & Packmoor Autumn 
Fayre This year the fayre will be on 
Saturday 18th November and will be 
back at Biddulph Town Hall. Prize 
Draw tickets will be on sale soon. 
Please consider how you can help, 
even you are not available on the day 
you could help with the preparation. 

One of the main pastoral roles of the 
Archbishop is to make visitation of 
the Diocese, to support the faith of 
Catholics and to assess the pastoral 
needs of his Diocese for the future. 
The Visitation of the North Staffs 
Deanery is taking place from 3rd 
October to 23rd March 2018. Dur-
ing the Visitation, His Grace will 
come to our parishes on the 
weekend of 4th and 5th No-
vember. He will preach at each 
Mass and will want to meet with 
parishioners during the visit. As it is 
important that we be present for the 
Visitation, parishioners are asked to 
try to keep this time free so as to be 
able to come to Mass and meet with 
the Archbishop. We will also partici-
pate in the opening and closing of the 
Visitation. The opening event will be 
Vespers at St Joseph’s Burslem on 
Tuesday 3rd October at 7pm. We 
need 10 parishioners from each of 
our churches. Sign up lists will be 
available next week, so that we can 
ensure a good participation. There 
will also be a closing Mass on Friday 
23rd March 2018 at 7pm at Holy 
Trinity, Newcastle. You will hear 
more about the Visitation process 
over the next few weeks, as we pre-
pare for it. Please try to come to the 
Deanery Mass on Wednesday 13th 
September at 7pm at St Joseph’s 
Goldenhill to pray for it. 

V ISITATION 



Entrance Antiphon: You are just, O Lord, and your 
judgement is right; treat your servant in accord 
with your merciful love.  
Psalm Response: O that today you would listen to 
his voice. Harden not your hearts. 
Gospel Acclamation: [Alleluia, alleluia.] God in 
Christ was reconciling the world to himself, and 
he has entrusted to us the news that they are rec-
onciled. [Alleluia.] 
Nicene Creed 
Preface Ordinary Sundays VII 
Eucharistic Prayer II 
Acclamation:  When we... 
Communion Antiphon: Like the deer that yearns for 
running streams, so my soul is yearning for you, 
my God; my soul is thirsting for God, the living 
God. 

THE DEANERY  

FUNDRAISING  
Collections  
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£364.50, Non Gift Aid £192.34. 
Total £556.84.  
Goldenhill Gift Aid £404.00, Non 
Gift Aid £180.88. Total £584.88.  
Kidsgrove Gift Aid £165.40, Non 
Gift Aid £166.33. Total £331.73.  

Second Collection: Next Week 
will be for Catholic Evangelisation. 

Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200 
Club Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 
This week’s draw: 1st Prize £20, 
No.5 M Aylward; 2nd Prize £10, 
No.97 J Green; 3rd Prize £5, No.67 
C Warrilow. Just a Reminder that  
monthly, quarterly and annual subs 
are due. The annual draw took place 
last week and the winners were: 1st 
prize £1000 Mrs M Smith, 2nd Prize 
£500 Paul Pender and 3rd Prize £250 
Sharon Eardley. 

Thinking about the Gospel 
Matthew 18:15-20   

Jesus in the Gospel today establishes His disciples as guardians of the 
Church. He also puts in place procedures for dealing with sin and breach-
es of the faith. The apostles receive extraordinary powers, similar to 
those given to Peter. They have the power to bind and loose, to forgive 
sins and to reconcile sinners in His name. But the powers He gives the 
apostles and their successors depends on their communion with Him. 
They are to gather in His name and to pray and seek the will of our heav-
enly Father. The Gospel also suggests how we’re to deal with those who 
trespass against us. The Gospel presumes that believers have a duty to 
correct sinners in their midst. They will be held accountable for their 
souls if they fail to speak out and try to correct them. This is the love that 
Paul in today’s Epistle says we owe to our neighbours. To love our neigh-
bours as ourselves is to be vitally concerned for their salvation. We must 
make every effort, as Jesus says, to win our brothers and sisters back, to 
turn them from the false paths. We should never correct out of anger but 
only out of a desire for their salvation. 

ish at 3.00pm. Tea and coffee provid-
ed but please bring a packed lunch. 

Health & Safety Training Fr 
Hudson’s Care have organised health 
and safety training for its volunteers 
and there are a places available on the 
course if anyone from the parishes 
would like to attend (you do not have 
to be a Fr Hudson’s volunteer). This 
is particularly for those who do prac-
tical work around the parishes. The 
training session will take place at the 
Sacred Heart Centre, Hanley on 15th 
September, 10am to 12noon and is 
free of charge. To book a place please 
contact Matt on 07587 034299. 

Parish Pilgrimage to Rome & 
Assisi  

From Saturday 21st  to Friday 27th 
October we are offering a pilgrimage 
to Rome and Assisi. The price is 
£819 per person (sharing). Single 
room supplement is £180. Half 
board basis. Itineraries and booking 
forms are now available from the 
Parish office or the parish website. 
There are only a limited number of 
places still remaining, so hurry and 
get your booking forms and deposits 
in! Please contact the parish office for 
itinerary and booking forms. 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps are dedicated for: 

St Johns: The Crotty, Howle & Davenport Families; Sheila Baron 
St Joseph’s: Mary Heath 
All the sanctuary lamps at our four churches are available for dedication. The lamp burns 
all week—minimum donation £5. Please see Fr Julian (or Tony Giannasi for St John’s) to 
arrange. 

Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) 
CTS Sunday Missal page 769            THIS SUNDAY ’S L ITURGY 

Our Lady of Grace Partnership Safeguarding Team 

Each of our churches has a dedicated safeguarding representative, though all of 
our reps meet and work together alongside the Parish Priest. If you have a con-
cern about the welfare or safety of a child or vulnerable adult during a parish 
event or activity, please contact one of the safeguarding reps, or alternatively 
contact the Diocesan Safeguarding Office on cpo@rc-birmingham.org or call 
0121 230 6240. Our reps for each church are: 
English Martyrs: Mary Lomas  St John’s: Brenda McGough 
St Joseph’s: Suzanne Meakin  St Patrick’s: Peter Whitehouse 
Their contact details are available on the noticeboard. If you are ever concerned 
for the immediate safety of a child or vulnerable adult please call the police. 

A Day Celebrating the Secular 
Priesthood There will be a day led 
by Dr Judith Champ of Oscott Col-
lege, on the history of the  diocesan 
priesthood in our region. It will be at 
Our Lady and St Werburgh’s, Clay-
ton on Saturday 30th September. 
Begins with 10am Mass and will fin-


